
5. Water 
All of us need to drink water. We need 
water for bathing, cooking, washing and 
cleaning. We also need water to grow 
crops. We cannot live without water. Let 
us see if we can learn a bit more about 
water. 

A few things about water 
1/'/e need 11ater to grov, crops. 

Look at a glass of water. What colour is it? Water does not have any colour. It is 
colourless. Taste it. Is it sweet, sour, bitter or salty? Water does not have any taste. 
It is tasteless. Nor does it have any smell. 

Activity 

Put a few cubes of ice in a bowl. Wait for some time. All the ice will melt into 
water. Place the bowl of water in a freezer. Take out the bowl after two or three 
hours. The water will freeze into ice again. 

=> 
Melts 

Freezes 

-:= 
Water and ice are two forms of the same thing. Ice is solid and water is liquid. Ice 
melts to form water and water freezes to form ice. Ice melts when you bring it out of 
the freezer because the room is warmer than the freezer. So, heat makes ice melt. 
Water freezes inside the freezer, which is much colder than the room. So, water freezes 
when you cool it. 
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Activity 

Ask an adult to boil some water 

and pour it in a mug. Hold a bowl 

full of ice or cold water a little 

above the mug. Drops of water 

will form outside the bowl. Soon, 

they will join and start dripping 

down. 

Water vapour changes to water on cooling. 

When you heat water, it boils and changes into water vapour. Water vapour is the 

gaseous form of water. The water vapour rising from the mug gets cooled when it 

comes near the bowl of ice. When water vapour cools, it changes into water. This 

is how drops of water form outside the bowl of ice. 

~ So, water has three forms. The solid form is ice, the liquid form is water and the 

gaseous form is water vapour. You have seen how one form of water changes to 

another on heating or cooling. 

Ice 
(solicl) 

Cool 

~ 

So.lids, liquids and gases 

Water 
(liquid) 

Heat 

~ 

Cool 

~ 

Water vapour 
(gas) 

Everything that you see around you is a solid or a liquid or a gas. This book, your 

pencil and the chair you are sitting on are solid. Water, milk and oil are liquid. Water 

vapour is gaseous and so is the air around you. 
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Solids have a shape of their own. 

. Activity 

Pour water into glasses or 
containers of different 
shapes. You will notice that 
water takes on the shape of 
the container. Try the same 
thing with milk. 

Air takes on the shape of the balloon. 

Solids have a shape of their own. For 
example, books, balls and pens have a 
shape of their own. Liquids do not have a 
shape. They take on the shape of the 
container they are in. 

f 
\ 

Water takes on the shape of the container. 

The water vapour rising from the mug did 
not have any shape. When you fill air in a 
balloon, air takes on the shape of the 
balloon. It does not have a shape of its own. 
Like liquids, gases do not have a shape. 

Water changes form in nature 
Very high mountains are covered with 
snow. When the snow is warmed by the 
sun, it melts into water. The water flows 
down as rivers. 
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Heat from the sun changes the waters 
of rivers, lakes and seas into water 
vapour. Water vapour is light. So it 
rises, the way a balloon rises in the 
air. As it rises, it comes into contact 
(touch) with cool air. Then it cools and 
changes into tiny drops of water. The 
drops of water join together and float 
about as clouds. Clouds and balloons 
can float in the air because they are 
light. 

A. Answer these. 

1. What are the three forms of water? 

2. What makes ice melt? 

When many drops of water join 
together, they become heavy. These 
big drops cannot float any more. They 
fall over land, river and sea as rain . 

Sometimes the drops of water floating 
in the air become very cold and freeze. 
Then they come down as snow and 
ll~1il. I 1ailstones are little balls of ice. 

So, watt~r keeps changin~J from solid 
to liquid to gZ1s in ncJture. 

3. What are tiny droplets of water floating in the air called? 

4. What changes the waters of rivers, lakes and seas into water vapour? 

5. How does the water vapour in the air change into clouds? 
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